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THEME FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2011
THE DAY OF PENTECOST

“A God who Cannot be Silenced!”
Numbers 11: 24 — 30

In our festival worship today, we celebrate God gifting His Church with the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit’s mission is focused on leading God’s children to
hear God speak through His Word and to faith which is focused on God’s answer in Jesus
Christ. Today in our Scripture lessons we see that the Holy Spirit moves along God’s people
as He wills with His directed message that cannot be silenced. May the Holy Spirit use us to
be His voice, both within our King of Kings family and to those who have yet to hear and

believe!

Invocation, Confession and Absolution

C:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Stlence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Old Testament Lesson Numbers 11: 24 — 30

(God gives His Spirit to seventy men to prophesy in His name, both at the tabernacle and
among the Israelite camp. Moses expresses desire that God would grant all of His people the
Holy Spirit so that they would prophesy in His name — a desire that we see fulfilled in this
morning’s Epistle Lesson.)

*So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. And he gathered
seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. *Then the
LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that
was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on
them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.

“Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named

Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they
had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. “And a young
man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” *And
Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses,
stop them.” *But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all
the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”
*And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.
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Epistle Lesson Acts 2: 1-21

(Now that Jesus has risen from the dead and ascended into heaven, He sends his Holy Spirit
to usher in a new age in which all of His disciples would be empowered to witness by word
and action so that the blessings of His resurrection would reach throughout the world.)

"On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place.
*Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm,
and it filled the house where they were sitting. *Then, what looked like flames or
tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. *And everyone present was
filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit
gave them this ability. At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living
in Jerusalem. “When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they
were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers.

"They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people
are all from Galilee, *and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages!
’Here we are — Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea,
Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, ""Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas
of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism),
""Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages

about the wonderful things God has done!” They stood there amazed and
perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. "But others in the crowd
ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s alll”

"Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the
crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no
mistake about this. "These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine
o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 'No, what you see was predicted
long ago by the prophet Joel: “In the last days,” God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit
upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see
visions, and your old men will dream dreams. ""In those days I will pour out my
Spitit even on my servants — men and women alike — and they will prophesy. ’And 1
will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below — blood and
fire and clouds of smoke. ’The sun will become dark, and the moon will turn blood
red before that great and glorious day of the LORD arrives. 'But everyone who calls
on the name of the LORD will be saved.”
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Gospel Lesson John 7: 37 - 39

(At the end of the Feast of Tabernacles Jesus promises living water to all who come to Him to drink.
Jesus promises that His Spirit’s work will not be contained in those who believe but will flow out of

transformed hearts.)

" On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. *Whoever believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” ” “Now this he

said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet
the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.




